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Cooperative Fire Protection - Volunteer Fire 
Assistance

The VolunteerFire Assistance Program  provides funds through States to volunteerfire departm entsserving
com m unities to im prove com m unication capabilities,provide criticalwildland fire m anagem enttraining,and purchase 
protective fire clothing and equipm ent. These departm entsprovide,atno cost,wildfire and em ergency protection
service to com m unities with populations ofunder10,000.VolunteerFire Departm entsprovide services thatreach 43%  
ofthe population,atan estim ated value of$36 billion peryear.

The NationalFire Plan Budgetprovides $13,315,000 in NationalFire Plan and base program  funding forthe Volunteer
Fire Assistance Program .

● The VolunteerFire Assistance program  provides technicaland financialassistance to volunteerfire departm ents
in ruralcom m unities. These ruralresources are often the firstline ofdefense in m eeting expanded protection
needs forwildland urban interface fires. Ofthe m ore than 32,000 localfire agencies nationwide,75%  are
volunteerfire departm ents.

● VolunteerFire Assistance funding m eetsfewerthan 10%  ofallrequestsreceived from  volunteerfire
departm ents. The 1994 RuralFire Protection in Am erica Reportto Congress found that50%  ofallvolunteerfire
departm entsdo nothave personalprotective clothing,self-contained breathing apparatus,functionalradio
equipm ent,oradequate watersupplies to protecttheircom m unities from  fire. M any ofthese sam e departm ents
are the firstrespondersto help protectfederallands from  wildfire and are m ostlikelyresponsible forreducing
federalfire suppression costs.

FY 2002

States willbe requested to focus funds in com m unities with atgreatestriskofsevere wildland fire. These funds should
benefitapproxim ately6,500 com m unities.


